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Bui Thi Minh Hang 

Human Right Defender 
 

Dear members of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, 

On February 11th, 2014, six human rights defenders along with fifteen of Hoa Hao Buddhist followers 

were assaulted and arrested while they were on their way to visit Mrs. Bui Thi Kim Phuong.  Mrs. Phuong, 

the wife of former prisoner of conscience Nguyen Bac Truyen, currently resides in Hung Nhon hamlet, 

Long Hung Commune, Lap Vo district, Dong Thap province.  She is also a Hoa Hao Buddhist follower.     

The reason for this visit was because the group learned that on February 9th, 

2014, police from Dong Thap province vandalized Mrs. Phuong’s home and 

slandered Hoa Hao Faith by shattering the picture of Hoa Hao Buddhist 

Prophet Huynh Phu So onto the ground.   Mr. Nguyen Bac Truyen and Mrs. 

Phuong were arrested following this attack.  When they got into Dong Thap 

province’s territory, they were ambushed and stripped off of all personal 

belongings by hundreds of police personnel.  Then, they were handcuffed 

and transported to Lap Vo district’s police headquarter.  After almost forty 

hours of detention and interrogation, eighteen people were released on 

February, 12th, 2014.   Three people still jailed by Dong Thap’s police are 

human rights activists Bui Thi Minh Hang, Nguyen Thi Thuy Quynh, and a 

Hoa Hao Buddhist follower Nguyen Van Minh.  They are being charged for 

“disturbing public peace,” and “obstruction of justice.”     

All three detainees are on hunger strike to protest police’s violation of their rights 

Ms. Bui and Ms. Nguyen have been on their hunger strike for 32 days since their arrests on February 11th, 

2014 until today.  Mr.  Nguyen Van Minh has been on a hunger strike for over ten days.  Information about 

their hunger strikes was given to the families by the detention officers at An Binh prison.  

Detainees have not been allowed to see their legal representatives  

After her arrest, Ms. Bui’s family contacted Attorney Tran Thu Nam from Tin Viet Law Office in Hanoi to 

inform him of her situation.  Because prior to this arrest, Ms. Bui has started a standing contract with Tin 

Viet Law Office to be her legal representation.  On the day of her arrest, February, 11th 2014, Ms. Bui also 

demanded that her lawyer should be present before she would answer any question from the police.  This 

fact was confirmed by Mr. Vo Van Thanh Liem, A Hoa Hao Buddhist monk and former conscience 

prisoner and many other people who were arrested with her.  Attorney Tran had sent formal notice to Lap 

Vo district’s police to inform them that he would be Ms. Bui’s legal representation.  On March 3rd, 2014, 

Lap Vo district’s police officially refused Mr. Tran’s role as Ms. Bui’s lawyer.  They cited that “Ms. Bui 

disallowed her family to ask for legal representation.”    On March 10th, 2014, Attorney Tran came to Lap 

Vo’s police to file for proceeding so that he could represent Ms. Bui as according to their standing 

contract; and he was not permitted to see her. 
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In addition, Nguyen Van Minh’s family requested Attorney Nguyen Van Mieng from Hong Duc Law 

Office in Ho Chi Minh City to protect his legal rights.  Mr. Nguyen’s wife, Bui Thi Diem Thuy also sent a 

letter to request legal representation to Mr. Nguyen through Lap Vo’s police, however, there has been no 

confirmation of the letter been delivered to Mr. Nguyen.  

Nguyen Thi Thuy Quynh’s family has not attempted to visit her nor seek legal representative to protect 

Quynh’s legal rights despite our recommendations.   

Ms. Bui and Mr. Nguyen have not been allowed to see their families since their arrests.  Nguyen Thi Thuy 

Quynh saw her family once on February 16th, 2014.  According to her family, police came to their house 

to request a visit from them for Ms. Nguyen.  The police also promised Quynh’s family that they will 

release Quynh if she testifies in court stating that Bui Thi Minh Hang was the mastermind behind the 

accused crimes. Quynh refused to testify as being told.   

The police continues to harass and implicate fabricated testimonies onto other victims  

Fifteen of the eighteen people released on February 12th, 2014 received subpoenas from police.  On March 

9th, 2014, they met with Attorneys Tran Thu Nam and Nguyen Van Mieng for legal guidance.  On the 

morning of March 10th, 2014, the following individuals:  To Van Manh, Phan Duc Phuoc,  Nguyen Vu 

Tam,  Do Thi Thuy Trang, and Bui Thi Diem Thuy came to Lap Vo district’s police station as summoned.  

During this session, all five of these individuals affirmed that: “their party of twenty-one people were 

stopped, and brutally ambushed while they were moving about in traffic.  Hundreds of police in both plain 

clothes and uniforms violently beat them with bamboo sticks, batons.  The police confiscated personal 

belongings including electronic tablets, cellular phones, money, and identifications without filing a report.   

None of them violated disturbance of the public peace and obstruction of justice as accused on Dong Thap 

province’s TV segment.   They were all victims of an ambush by police forces from Lap Vo district and 

Dong Thap province with directions came from Nguyen Minh Thuan, Dong Thap’s police chief.  

Investigators really forced all other witnesses to testify against Ms. Bui.   The police falsely wrote in their 

reports that Ms. Hang was the mastermind behind the “criminal acts”; therefore all of these five witnesses 

refused to sign on their reports. 

Previously on August 1, 2013, the Commissioner for Human Rights 

of Vietnamese Canadian Federation had submitted the status of Bui 

Thi Minh Hang and Nguyen Phuong Uyen upon the “Women in the 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam”.  However, it has passed the three 

months (90 days) period and the government of Vietnam still have 

not responded to the UN Commissioner concerning the status 

submission of these mentioned women, especially Ms. Bui is 

currently imprisoned unlawfully. 

*** 

Act Now:  We hereby respectfully implore for your support in helping Ms. Bui Thi Minh Hang, a 

Vietnamese human rights defender.  She has been continuously tortured both physically and mentally by 

the Vietnamese government authorities for her work of defending the rights of Vietnam’s citizens, 

including land grab’s victims.  Please call upon the international human rights organizations and the world 

governments to raise their voices and intervene for the purpose of seeking humanitarian and protecting the 

persecuted human rights advocate.  

Enclosed is the previous submission presented by the Commissioner for Human Rights Vietnamese 

Canadian Federation. 
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Bui Thi Minh Hang 
Human Rights Advocate 

 
On November 21, 2011, Bui Hang and three other activists were demonstrating in Ho Chi 

Minh City to support the new Demonstration Rights Bill adopted by the National Assembly of 

Vietnam and to protest the repression by Vietnamese police of people who supported the bill. 

 

Immediately after, the police stationed at the precinct Ben Nghe, district 1, HCM City, arrested 

one of her relatives, which prompted her to come to the police station to ask for his release. 

Once there, she also was arrested and later, transferred HCM City to Hanoi where on arrival, 

she was immediately sent to the Re-education Institution Thanh Ha, in Vinh Phuc province. 

This institution is under the Central Police jurisdiction and is administered by the State police. 

         

Bùi Thị Minh Hằng in Ho Chi Minh city 

on 11/27/2011,  before her arrest by the 

Police (source: Danlambaovn.org) 

 

While in prison, Ms. Bui Thi Minh Hang 

was psychologically terrorized by being 

assigned a sleeping spot between two 

terminally ill HIV infected inmates. All 

pens and paper which she had purchased 

from the prison were confiscated from her 

so that she could not document and send 

any information outside. They also 

confiscated her personal diary which kept 

a record of all the unlawful behaviour on 

the prison authorities’ part, such as the 

beatings of inmates. 

 

When she made demands to seek 

improvements to the prison diet and to change the exploitative labor conditions under which 

inmates had to work, the prison authorities threatened to prevent her from meeting with her 

family. They also shredded the bags of dry rice soup and vermicelli her family sent her. In the 

freezing winter, prison camp administrators blocked the supply of hot water which the camp 

was supposed to make available in an attempt to make living standards unbearable for her. 

 

On April 4, 2012, her son, Bui Trung Nhan, came to visit her at the Re-education Institution  

and brought a prepared libel for her to sign. The officials at the Institution did not allow  

her to sign, hence depriving her the right to seek justice regarding the official’s wrongdoings.  

 

She was deeply frustrated with their actions, so much that she used a razor blade to inflict a 

deep cut in her arm. In fact, the reason cited for the decision not to let her sign on the libel is 

because the “plaintiff should handwrite the libel before signing” while in her case it had been 

prepared in advance and delivered for her to sign.  Acting on the above directive, Bui Hang re-

wrote the libel twice by hand before signing but once more, they did not accept her charge.  

 

Due to the mass outcry of protests against her detainment, the police yielded to popular  

demand and agreed to release her with conditions such as: admitting her guilt, asking the State 

for clemency, and promising not to denounce the police in the future.  Bui Hang refused all of 

the above.      
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On April 29, 2012, the Re-education Institution set her free but not before tying her arms 

across her back, shackling her legs, and throwing her onto a van floor similar to how an animal 

about to be sent to a slaughterhouse is bound.  She was treated in horrible conditions on her 

2000 km journey from Hanoi to Vung Tau where her unsecured body was jolted by terrible 

road conditions. 

 

On arriving home in Vung Tau, her family could hardly recognize 

her: she had a haggard physical appearance, grey hair, broken or 

missing teeth, weight reduced by around 15 kg, bruise marks all 

over her body, and a deep cut on her hand still fresh with clotted 

blood.  All this is a reminder of the brutal and systematic repression 

in Thanh Ha institution.  

 

Once at home, Hui Hang started the process of sending the libel to 

denounce Nguyen The Thao, president of the People Committee of 

Hanoi concerning warrant # 5225/QĐ-UBND dated November 8, 

2011 in which he ordered her arrest.  Bui Hang declared that she did 

not commit any felony but rather, Nguyen The Thao violated the 

law when he arbitrarily ordered her detention in the Re-education 

Institution for 5 months.  As of today, her libel is still left 

unanswered.  In return, she is constantly under watch, threatened 

and from time to time, and attacked. 

 

Bui Thi Minh Hang has described her journey below: 

 

“I was released on April 29, 2012, but they continuously 

terrorized my family by throwing fermented shrimp paste and 

waste into the residence.  They went as far as pouring gasoline 

into the house and threatening to set fire to it at 3 AM. On 

several occasions, they kidnapped me and robbed me of my 

belongings.  Specifically, on July 1, 2012, they stopped me in 

the street and kidnapped me near the Saigon train station at 5 

am with the excuse I was suspected of carrying drugs.  

Afterwards, they drove me around for 6 hours, then took me 

back to my house and set up a camera crew to film me in order 

to slander me.  At the same time, they searched my rented unit 

in Saigon at 27 G9 Ward 4, District 4, and stole my 

belongings, including my personal computer, clothing and 

personal effects, and my child’s as well as my own ID papers.  I have repeatedly filed 

complaints to denounce these acts and to try to recover my belongings.  Instead of returning 

those belongings, the authorities have continued to spy on me and subject me to various forms 

of terrorism.  On Sept 24, 2012, they kidnapped me once again in Saigon.  On April 10, 2013, 

they had plain clothes police follow me and assault me after I had made the trip to the Hanoi 

court to pay the administrative fees for my lawsuit against the Chair of the city of Hanoi.  

 

*  *  * 

Act now: We plead your support in helping Mrs. Bui Thi Minh Hang, a defender of human 

rights for Vietnamese people. She had been tortured both physically and mentally before and 

during her prison stay. Please dispatch and spread the present storytelling document to human 

rights organizations & governments around the world for the purpose of seeking humanitarian 

aid (medicine and medical care) and financial support for her. 

 


